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Poor oral health of residents in Windsor and 

Essex County is a serious concern for the whole 


community.
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Average number of cavities per child in 
Windsor and Essex County 
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2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 
JK 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.8 1.1 1.1 
SK 1.3 1.4 1.5 1.3 1.6 1.9 
Grade 2 2.2 2.3 2.4 2.1 2.4 2.6 
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Rate of day surgeries for cavities related 
issues, all ages ≥1 years 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 
WEC 350.6 368.8 336.0 309.0 309.7 309.2 300.6 
ON 114.9 115.8 114.1 110.0 110.2 107.7 104.0 
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Rate of ED visits in adults for oral health 
issues 
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Other communities 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 
WEC 220.5 219.6 230.9 262.5 262.7 246.6 234.9 
Niagara 173.6 141.6 165.3 161.5 156.9 135.6 139.9 
Middlesex-London 143.0 125.2 137.4 118.0 133.0 168.7 138.9 
Hamilton 72.9 72.3 87.3 75.2 76.9 82.2 78.4 
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Average caries by EOI scores (lowest, middle 
and highest EOI quintiles) in Grade 2 
students 
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School Year 

1 - Best EOI 3 
5 - Worst EOI 
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Factors Affecting Oral Health 

High Impact, low cost 

Medium Impact, medium to
	
high cost
	

Low impact, medium cost 

Community 
Level 

Intervention 

Access to 
Oral Health 
Services 

Knowledge 
and Behavior 

Oral 
Health 
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The Weight of Science 

No widely respected 
medical and health 
organizations opposes 

fluoridation 

2. No adverse health effects from drinking 
fluoridated water 
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Trends Of Core Indicators For 
Oral Health (2011-2017) 
Indicator 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 Overall 

Trend 

Average number of 
cavities* 1.02 1.09 1.13 1.10 1.38 1.52 49% ↑ 
Children without 
cavities* (%) 77% 75% 73% 73% 69% 67% 13% ↓ 

Children with urgent 
dental needs (%) 7.6% 7.3% 8.7% 11.5% 10.8% 11.9% 57% ↑ 

Children with decay and 
urgent dental needs (%) 9.9% 9.7% 11.8% 15.1% 14.1% 14.9% 51% ↑ 

Children eligible for 
topical fluorides (%) 14.9% 26.5% 36.5% 38.1% 40.3% 49.9% 235% ↑ 

Children eligible for 
fissure sealants (%) 2.3% 2.6% 3.3% 4.4% 6.0% 10.8% 370% ↑ 

Fluorosis Index 
moderate or severe 
fluorosis*+ (%) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0% -
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WECHU Report Recommendations 
1.		Windsor-Essex municipalities should consider 
continue to or introduce community water 
fluoridation as a key prevention strategy for dental 
caries. 

2.		 Continue and increase support for oral health 
education and awareness in the community. 

3.		 Improve access to oral health services within 
Windsor-Essex. 

4.		 Advocate for improved funding for oral health 
services and expansion of public dental programs 
such as Healthy Smiles Ontario to priority 
populations. 
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