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March 20, 2026

The Right Honourable Mark Carney
Prime Minister of Canada
Via email: Pm@pm.gc.ca

The Honourable Marjorie Michel
Minister of Health
Via email: Marjorie.michel@parl.gc.ca

The Honourable Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario
Via email: Premier@ontario.ca

The Honourable Sylvia Jones
Minister of Health
Via email: Sylvia.Jones@ontario.ca

Dear Prime Minister Carney, Minister Michel, Premier Ford and Minister Jones:
Re: Food Insecurity Emergency Declaration

The following motion was passed by Council declaring food insecurity an emergency in our
community. This declaration reflects our growing concern about the impact of food
insecurity on the health and well-being of residents across Chatham-Kent.

In passing this motion, we have joined other cities in Ontario who have declared food
insecurity an emergency and hope it will initiate collaborative action and policy development
at the provincial and federal levels of government.

“Whereas food insecurity is defined as, the inadequate or insecure access to food due to
financial constraints, a marker of material deprivation (poverty), and a serious public health
problem because it increases the risk of non-communicable and infectious diseases, and
premature death.

Whereas chronic stressors like disability, precarious work, and acute shocks like COVID-19,
illness or eviction, make it more difficult to afford life’s basic needs and live free from
poverty. Whereas income-based policies are necessary to effectively reduce household food
insecurity, which Chatham-Kent Public Health reports is experienced by at least 1 in 5
households in Chatham-Kent. Whereas the income provided through provincial and federal
programs has not kept up with rising costs of food, housing and other basic needs.
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Whereas Ontario Works rates have been frozen since 2018: the maximum single person
monthly benefit for basic needs is $343 and $390 for shelter, totalling $733 per month.

Whereas Chatham-Kent Public Health reports a single person on Ontario Works spends
~134% of their income on food and rent. Whereas the Municipality of Chatham-Kent
provides programs and services that decrease the impacts of poverty and income inequality
and provides participants with a better quality of life which can positively improve health
and well-being.

Whereas the number of individuals using Chatham-Kent Outreach for Hunger has increased
by ~38% from 2022 to 2024, from 2781 unique individuals in 2022, to 3752 unique
individuals in 2024, with a ~51% increase in families with children.

Whereas the number of households using the food assistance program within the Village
Pantry has increased by ~124%, from 76 unique households in 2022, to 170 unique
households in 2024.

Whereas the number of meals served to under-housed people by Reach Out Chatham-Kent
has increased by ~17% from 2022 to 2024, from 43,594 meals in 2022, to 51,313 meals
2024.

Whereas Hope Haven has already had 4000 more visits in 2025 compared to 2024.

Whereas poverty costs Ontario around $27.1 - 33 billion dollars per year: justice system
$1.1 billion; health care $3.9 billion; lost income $19.4 — 25 billion; lost tax revenue $2.7 - 3
billion.

Whereas the provincial Poverty Reduction Strategy’s (Building a Strong Foundation for
Success: Reducing Poverty in Ontario (2020-2025)) primary measure of success is that more
social assistance recipients move into employment, despite people with employment income
being one of the fastest growing groups at food banks.

Whereas the Chatham-Kent Food Policy Council’s mission is to lead in the development of
relevant policies and to advocate for our local food system, and values that all people should
have physical and economic access to healthy, culturally diverse, local food.

Whereas the Chatham-Kent Food Policy Council’s Strategic Plan for 2025-2027 highlights
the need to advocate for government-level policies that impact food systems, and
specifically, to advocate for income-based solutions to food insecurity to provide families
with more agency in food choices.

Therefore, be it resolved that the Mayor and Council support the advocacy of the Chatham-
Kent Food Policy Council by declaring food insecurity an emergency in the Municipality of
Chatham-Kent.
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And that Mayor and Council request the Provincial Government focus its upcoming 2026-
2030 Poverty Reduction Strategy around reducing measures of material deprivation, such
as food insecurity.

And that Mayor and Council request the Provincial Government immediately raise social
assistance rates to meet life’s basic needs.

And that Mayor and Council request the Provincial and Federal Governments to address the
causes of food insecurity by establishing a Guaranteed Livable Basic Income for those living
in poverty.

And that Mayor and Council request the Provincial and Federal Governments to increase the
rates of income support programs to ensure they are adequate to address the basic needs
of individuals and families.

And that Mayor and Council request that the Provincial and Federal Governments include
the reduction of food insecurity as a component of all appropriate government policies.
And that a copy of this motion be forwarded to the Association of Local Public Health
Agencies (ALPHA), Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), Federation of
Municipalities of Canada (FCM), Ontario Municipal Social Services Association (OMSSA), all
Ontario Municipalities, all Members of Provincial Parliament and Parliament, The Right
Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada, all federal party leaders, the
Honourable M.P.P. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, the Ontario Minister of Health Sylvia
Jones, and the Federal Minister of Health Marjorie Michel.”

Sincerely,

Darrin Canniff, Mayor/CEO
Municipality of Chatham-Kent

C: All Members of Provincial Parliament and Parliament
Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa)
Federation of Municipalities of Canada (FCM) Association of
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
Ontario Municipal Social Services Association (OMSSA)
Ontario Municipalities
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