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Dear Municipal Partners and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO),
 
We are writing to inform you that a decision notice has been posted to the
Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) regarding the proposal notice posting #025-
1257 on the “Proposed boundaries for the regional consolidation of Ontario’s
conservation authorities.”
 
The proposal initially consulted on by the government proposed boundaries that would
have resulted in seven regional conservation authorities. As a result of the feedback
received during consultation, the province adjusted the boundaries to accommodate
areas with distinct geographies and development contexts, to better balance differing
priorities across rural, urban and northern areas and improve alignment with
watersheds and with source protection regions. The government is now planning to
move forward with consolidation to create nine optimized regional CAs. A map
showing the planned boundaries and the nine new CAs is available at Ontario
Provincial Conservation Agency | ontario.ca.
 
In the coming weeks, the government plans to introduce amendments to the
Conservation Authorities Act (CAA) that would implement the consolidation and set
out a smooth path to consolidation to ensure service continuity for communities.
Consolidation is targeted to take effect in early 2027 to allow transition planning to
occur over the next year. The government’s plan would ensure a clear, coordinated
and successful transition led by the Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency (OPCA),
that would minimize disruptions to CA staffing, services, permitting processes and with
all existing partnerships and obligations carried forward to maintain service stability. A
summary of the consolidation plan, and details on transition, are included in the
decision notice Proposed boundaries for the regional consolidation of Ontario’s
conservation authorities | Environmental Registry of Ontario.
 
The government’s plans to consolidate CAs build on recent progress Ontario has
made to improve the CA system, including establishing OPCA to provide centralized
leadership and oversight for Ontario’s CAs. Under these plans, the important work that
conservation authorities do to protect people and property from the risks of flooding
and other natural hazards would not change. The nine new regional CAs would
continue to operate as independent, municipally governed organizations and to fulfill
their provincially mandated programs such as managing flooding and other natural
hazards, drinking water source protection under the Clean Water Act, watershed
management programs, and the management of their lands and recreational trails,
ensuring public access to local natural areas and outdoor activities.
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We recognize the important role that municipalities have in the governance of
conservation authorities. We are committed to keeping you informed throughout the
transition and ensuring that the relationships, programs and services that CAs provide
to municipalities continue.
 
The province is committed to working closely with municipal partners and AMO
throughout this process and ensuring local knowledge informs next steps.
In the coming weeks you will be invited to technical briefings to provide further
information on the next steps in the planned transition process.
 
For questions regarding the plans for consolidation, please contact
CCEO@ontario.ca. If you have questions about the planned legislative amendments
and day-to-day CA business, please reach out to MECP staff via ca.office@ontario.ca.
 
We thank you for taking the time to share with us your perspectives during the
consultations that helped to shape this plan and look forward to working closely with
you and your municipal/association colleagues over the next year.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
Chloe Stuart   
ADM, Land and Water Division 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
 
 
Hassaan Basit   
Chief Conservation Executive
Office of the Chief Conservation Executive
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NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Taking Next Steps to Improve
Conservation Authorities

Province consolidating 36 CAs into nine to deliver more
consistent services, strengthen watershed management
and better protect communities

March 10, 2026
Ministry of the Environment Conservation and Parks

 
TORONTO — The Ontario government is taking the next step to improve the
province’s conservation authority system with our plan to create nine
regional conservation authorities. This follows extensive consultation on how
conservation authorities can help get shovels in the ground faster on homes
and other local infrastructure projects, while strengthening their vital role in
managing watersheds and protecting communities from floods and natural
hazards.

The consolidated regional conservation authorities would reduce
administrative duplication, redirect resources to front-line conservation and
modernize permitting to help the province deliver on its plan to protect
Ontario by cutting red tape and building an economy that is more
competitive, resilient and self-reliant, to help keep workers on the job in the
face of tariffs and economic uncertainty.

“Ontario’s improved approach would feature watershed-based regional
conservation authorities operating under consistent provincial standards,
modern tools and strengthened capacity – delivering stronger watershed
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management, flood resilience and better support for housing and
infrastructure growth,” said Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks. “We listened and used feedback from last fall’s
consultations to refine and strengthen our plan, including optimizing regional
boundaries to better reflect local needs, knowledge and relationships.”

Ontario’s current system includes 36 independent conservation authorities
with varying policies, processes and capacity, which has created a
fragmented system with inconsistent standards and timelines. This has
created uncertainty and delays for builders, landowners and farmers, and
has made it more challenging for conservation authorities to carry out their
role in protecting communities from floods and natural hazards. To address
this, the province created the new Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency
(OPCA) last fall and began consulting with conservation authorities,
municipalities and other partners on proposed boundaries for consolidating
the province’s conservation authorities.

Based on the extensive feedback received, the government amended its
proposed conservation authority boundaries and intends to introduce
amendments to the Conservation Authorities Act in the coming weeks that, if
passed, will set out a path to consolidate Ontario’s 36 conservation
authorities to create nine new regional conservation authorities. Under this
plan, the OPCA would coordinate a clear and successful transition targeting
early 2027 for consolidation, and to deliver on its goal of improving customer
service, enabling more consistent decision-making and strengthening
watershed management across the province.

With centralized leadership and independent oversight of conservation
authorities by the OPCA, Ontario’s plan for a regional conservation authority
system will reduce administrative duplication across the system and allow
conservation authorities to redirect resources to front-line services, operate
with greater consistency and transparency and deliver strengthened services
to municipalities and permit applicants. This would better position
conservation authorities to support the building of new homes and
infrastructure while continuing to protect communities from flooding and
other natural hazards. Programs and services delivered by conservation
authorities would remain the same, including watershed management,
natural hazard management and source water protection.



To ensure local knowledge and input continue to guide watershed
management, the province would require regional conservation authorities to
create one or more local watershed councils that help identify local priorities
for watershed-based conservation programs and services. Regional
conservation authorities would remain municipally governed, with regional
municipalities, counties and cities appointing members to conservation
authorities. Lower-tier municipalities in counties, such as towns and
townships, will no longer be participating municipalities of a conservation
authority under this approach.

“Today marks a milestone for conservation in Ontario. By building a modern,
more unified system, we’re protecting local expertise while supporting front-
line programs that communities rely on,” said Hassaan Basit, Ontario’s Chief
Conservation Executive. “The Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency would
lead a smooth, well‑supported transition, ensuring conservation authorities
have the tools and resources they need every step of the way to deliver
effective watershed management programs, meeting the needs of today and
the future.”

To support regional conservation authorities throughout the transition
process, the province is providing annual funding to the OPCA in the amount
of $3 million, beginning in 2026. This funding would be used by the agency
to support conservation authorities as needed during the transition period.
Following transition, this annual funding would go toward helping regional
conservation authorities achieve program improvements.

These changes are part of the government’s plan to protect Ontario by
improving the province’s fragmented and inconsistent conservation authority
system to deliver more consistent services and more efficient resource and
information sharing, ensuring conservation authorities are more responsive
to the needs of the communities they serve.

 

Quick Facts

The Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency would coordinate the
transition to ensure conservation authorities can continue to manage
flooding and other natural hazards, drinking water source protection,
permitting and the management of their lands and recreational trails.
Conservation authorities issue permits for development activities such



as housing and the installation of supporting infrastructure in areas
affected by risks of natural hazards such as floodplains, shorelines and
wetlands.
In November 2025, the government amended the Conservation
Authorities Act to establish the Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency
to provide efficient governance, strategic direction and independent
oversight of Ontario’s conservation authorities.
From November 7 to December 22, 2025, the province led a 45-day
consultation on the proposed boundaries for the regional consolidation,
with conservation authorities, municipalities, general stakeholders, and
Indigenous communities, which included six regional workshops that
engaged directly with conservation authority and municipal leadership.
All input received was considered and helped to inform the
government’s plans.

 

Additional Resources

Improving Ontario's Conservation Authority System
Learn more about conservation authorities
Read about the new Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency
Read the decision notice on the proposed boundaries for the regional
consolidation of conservation authorities

 

Media Contacts

Alexandru Cioban
Minister's Office
Alexandru.Cioban@ontario.ca

Gary Wheeler
Communications Branch
gary.s.wheeler@ontario.ca
416-314-6666

 
 

Visit the Newsroom

https://u32956855.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.2IfI6TxC8-2FSlD5Hi-2FcHX91rwUjMjZg5hqo0FRxqvnO6vkhHNbHxUumgeisCNSrFiQjrfdQHlDg9KhJOOoMGEtbwM3F6ncvVrYpEjWriF0PtYPOtBdHy7gRoao-2BOeohiPcVHOXxTNBmtrQfunt0IT8RXLPG87MiHjrxb1wNJD0cdeAbSZYUBTdu0-2FrctMVzIZDQy-2FA9H1QGvqZAr9v4EieoEsItGb9xh43Qk5mloHqidnp4ZMjCPAyOYlgVajH9NlNF6zDfKUKM4IsOTNBa1Y6ewuOZdU2qV26u6vJLbhJn9YC6jwcE8uTit7JuD5qevXPTJF_gbhKcqQ6M-2By-2BwMA28teutFGYQBhzq-2Fl9AQAEj7CCuifhjHmEhkdb-2FmnS3rVR4uary4yI6sJb29Lf2vrsycpnCHZY4bNa-2BKe7tVUIXBtTHm1Gzc8L4vXmlCYri3C0-2FlQtp05-2BE1eu-2BJ6heyYoH5lkwtW5vVBtLaMBhujnZuHEJzBSUO751O4hGzfNqu0k-2BoSYu-2BpsjLV1V-2FOtFEVL9RdJ10IeM6Z9RARUXHU-2BuOxWAjfWT8gKlCktm3ZHjwSW3woZGgFP0EpZvwTtqhfsDKr7XIQe1TRLixbJEm3Gq8bhrQANnHr0s2GPybaM7FefbfVAk-2BL0XPwRTChIlhe37nijjVdUfSCCwpfY0em5UkiT7ZY-3D
https://u32956855.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.2IfI6TxC8-2FSlD5Hi-2FcHX9wH3g0HpdBl05BnDZBib444OC37QxlNl7WhQOqRKuk-2FUKOofzMFeDUu3g-2BXYmi08K1RVmmCsRDlU9aFOkSfmfLxHSldViNv2GTLySzWjC15UV-2BFI2T-2FxeKqIyZM8SPvbNW4d-2BFlBn3MZGIGVb4A1R-2BQ5ll1gQcene7u327bxzAg8eVg0QpX7-2F7ISmneMKgqRY0Bbziufc4p5tDVacAJ1yqUvKUKRF64GCAuFgW3RbcjOOQrQlKiiKkGjStMaxeSYTQ-3D-3DN1rc_gbhKcqQ6M-2By-2BwMA28teutFGYQBhzq-2Fl9AQAEj7CCuifhjHmEhkdb-2FmnS3rVR4uary4yI6sJb29Lf2vrsycpnCBmQ3HWtsovrQIjZhAokAcBll2nyeh3SzefBeoO1YdlVoOLhGWpVlNY0W5n9xH0Q-2B4MujmT9WTYBx4bQgju6zWV2BxkGi8IMiJ4n3iBwa-2FtFX6TbNC4dTWYsezs8tCiPnbVPQMVPA6HEcN08-2FCjgdxGC2oFQKGSxPxnoRoEpJVkqw5Nps7kJLaLwyvb-2BaW0-2FhpR5cvLE5-2BC3pKLUzhpnyOOe-2FsptSZdOnTySx0nHVTNTCkMTmuaOMwt-2BbND0sPmy9hzM9OtHdaTCUKgmDjYkjIk-3D
https://u32956855.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.2IfI6TxC8-2FSlD5Hi-2FcHX91rwUjMjZg5hqo0FRxqvnO7JVEZQi5uzhFtb8n3jng-2FKlpiDK-2FRuybFSosVZcVcW6fo7h1CE2Wg-2FUOPKBAOmFIM-2FN2cwwu6EDNFG94e0vgsBNFthmj-2Fv1mtUNhhiqN6-2BsTMdGFVbvIGrHIBPoQ-2B-2FqiSMajh38RWXrwiG0cCoBaB7p5z1lTvAqO7kdeFY3U05lsYKDPoZm97Ev5-2F1bykgC49ywUu6EofrbxEsGzBgN-2BgJIvM3fyYmOSkSOo1LQBZV0RESdxoDgJr7mxGuE5MsxZ3auGPQT3iLSKV9TCgutrQHAM9PrIuEl9KoBIZBaeMpdxykqkuptK9L4aMh28xoG5GQfRSPNl-2B-2FdBsVYFGe3FMG3dxUntmNlUJB9otEcTioyQ-3D-3DcoYw_gbhKcqQ6M-2By-2BwMA28teutFGYQBhzq-2Fl9AQAEj7CCuifhjHmEhkdb-2FmnS3rVR4uary4yI6sJb29Lf2vrsycpnCNheNEk3R4PdZfMePKCRQ0INqxgWPfUGY-2FZXYzQQU-2BJLYchoNfvdF84QHW-2BzMKjkRh5GV-2BOmxRCIaJStYJfzr-2BZExILnDTCR3xjYuwzRirav8GrhLLY58XRoLvJAnvV-2BKHGJNXsCuov-2FeUzQS1-2BKE6oV4rljB5YoNvOiTKmkcFUAPQar7FM52naoM-2FM5REoH8QV8aGLk6YILs68sXB6ry9moyfBVI1lO0FLQ-2FVMTepIcnJ8PAKPDbUh6Fsq1HCHs9MNLKdIrct5rnOhj9XbAT2k-3D
https://u32956855.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.2IfI6TxC8-2FSlD5Hi-2FcHX98X3iN-2FsiB8y0a3V5EtI5CgyJlP9oyinXT3oAzV9E7G0bgtdq8-2F9zKdhkqrBi80w0hceryzAHB4l5DtJ1Mb4TzpPW-2B2e3OfPr-2BG2fSJt-2F1ILlGSAo5k3-2B46Z0psYUpx5DWh4bvoMRVefSmLyj-2BYuX3uAUhAqC89MLa6Zm0v93PlvJj1UNIeB5h7JHaoAkR-2FvezGU-2FvMa-2B8BS1NK9sulGoF8OiqarTy0MQ2u4RytZfAiWaFvK_gbhKcqQ6M-2By-2BwMA28teutFGYQBhzq-2Fl9AQAEj7CCuifhjHmEhkdb-2FmnS3rVR4uary4yI6sJb29Lf2vrsycpnCOiaBke18PtEk-2BEwJAQPHt0FnpKvOf1sMJhMncp4lXEvxvA2Np8wIiWYPZ-2Fens842-2Ba2wg38vjLImnND8Nl3hOeOXXhe0ztlgfu5IsricXUXHAgUun2KNUdwaaGNNwbLVIc0I9F0gzwRL7HeUQTr5F-2BEyNfAUtLbT3Kyh0V2aDIGRI4m7G1y5001TtxwwZSWyhtXaZPXOWpHbQtMPXGqd2QQbuohQy8ogwZjEUFyw8JTKDrRo-2FxA5TEMNViQGS2T4YYQMio12pypWa0Z1cVa1Po-3D
https://u32956855.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.2IfI6TxC8-2FSlD5Hi-2FcHX98X3iN-2FsiB8y0a3V5EtI5CgyJlP9oyinXT3oAzV9E7G0bgtdq8-2F9zKdhkqrBi80w0hceryzAHB4l5DtJ1Mb4TzpPW-2B2e3OfPr-2BG2fSJt-2F1ILlGSAo5k3-2B46Z0psYUpx5DWh4bvoMRVefSmLyj-2BYuX3uAUhAqC89MLa6Zm0v93PlvJj1UNIeB5h7JHaoAkR-2FvezGU-2FvMa-2B8BS1NK9sulGoF8OiqarTy0MQ2u4RytZfAiWaFvK_gbhKcqQ6M-2By-2BwMA28teutFGYQBhzq-2Fl9AQAEj7CCuifhjHmEhkdb-2FmnS3rVR4uary4yI6sJb29Lf2vrsycpnCOiaBke18PtEk-2BEwJAQPHt0FnpKvOf1sMJhMncp4lXEvxvA2Np8wIiWYPZ-2Fens842-2Ba2wg38vjLImnND8Nl3hOeOXXhe0ztlgfu5IsricXUXHAgUun2KNUdwaaGNNwbLVIc0I9F0gzwRL7HeUQTr5F-2BEyNfAUtLbT3Kyh0V2aDIGRI4m7G1y5001TtxwwZSWyhtXaZPXOWpHbQtMPXGqd2QQbuohQy8ogwZjEUFyw8JTKDrRo-2FxA5TEMNViQGS2T4YYQMio12pypWa0Z1cVa1Po-3D
mailto:Alexandru.Cioban@ontario.ca
mailto:gary.s.wheeler@ontario.ca
tel:416-314-6666
https://u32956855.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.2IfI6TxC8-2FSlD5Hi-2FcHX91rwUjMjZg5hqo0FRxqvnO6GotCR8u6LAph66ao6A8-2F8xLvkytCDAINx331Tv9OTShy7CSSUUUfqMq564J-2F1un3r19WlXYRds4-2Bu0-2FFlf3-2Bs8f3xowVgAMvf4bQdRcf8NEKiEOZrVTHmddpB-2FwUUjUvZQLZY2oPgJGwvYWRaRhIVIcVnmPgf-2FojS2zUx-2FyBT4hIs7DXP2mV8kImLYMNh8Fc-3DGTOm_gbhKcqQ6M-2By-2BwMA28teutFGYQBhzq-2Fl9AQAEj7CCuifhjHmEhkdb-2FmnS3rVR4uary4yI6sJb29Lf2vrsycpnCIW2ei6ZV-2BI-2FMV4S9UPneguRj4PI6VGEa5OuRMBHQR1q7Lpe1f88ssub56-2BtXi3L-2F4l9NcOUFZHf-2Bb33PbMqDIqSPockly8vNJ-2FeaApufN7KbncdIvXAq5ddhaTs7w8B5gDlo3T3gE3waDW1yaDxzso2g-2BrsZU21X8fUMI9lguIfYYCk1J2pp0VGnGr4vtBtQ1LohnylF8owR5MZ6DN0w-2Fi8V97rNfqR9MwKUQiRUMfsxglR5V3FpFH470TAQl9FvXPlfaP3x3ZfR2rvbs2QVL8-3D


Manage your subscriptions
Unsubscribe

https://u32956855.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.2IfI6TxC8-2FSlD5Hi-2FcHX99nbW2BZyCGf5BBANuKwHWLWj4jBdAIfweuBGQn5g5HuG6T6V1Vs6nLUVXkECy7-2BFE0-2F4vellX5VgHO3vcPqp-2Ffy1NZnLBlNU-2BbzlmEypGABNetZEe86SEqJZR4vsnKJn-2BSTAbO-2F7kW30-2BXmWQhqip4WYFriiEWfYcd-2F8lnD2mB6OsDs-2FfuEBdJWSCNi2Q9S70yTu42FB8Q-2F9Ib-2Fr3NPURdBIpdtYEMnmaG3-2BlMII28qubwcvta5m4ASb0Wy7CI4ZhlWQv9oUAwAowqA3LS-2FOC6POxDdEEsSc2ibZb7h6-2BNBO7ecJKBgVk3aiCJQkZ7BTDNFB08w4S9z-2BgV6FgxKW1ySZ80obrqsOuw6VG9SjG8uwK0T_gbhKcqQ6M-2By-2BwMA28teutFGYQBhzq-2Fl9AQAEj7CCuifhjHmEhkdb-2FmnS3rVR4uary4yI6sJb29Lf2vrsycpnCBX1TW7N-2BUtYxmra-2FIV53LitI-2F5OJGbIGsbyxAQ7sNWRJqeYpOBVyI5TiDxzqCFxxcEdug3k6GIJNK82AAD1ZBcpCkSuOKXXWDuhowbe2mSkj3ULcwOL3LXNhZRapM8zxrTq8l16rl8pcWygdsc7hnTqgbml3jFY63hEV-2B6PEDu1-2FBs-2FkvTYSxBvUFKeLIO958QN67V8WmjKfr7fZSEIlaAxCnkKpQdsT37QZ0ovTWHIKAsKzcvpm72VPr21ZVwHac8EXjhCixbN77a3xDQV0pE-3D
https://u32956855.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.2IfI6TxC8-2FSlD5Hi-2FcHX99nbW2BZyCGf5BBANuKwHWJR-2FVB3bI0xuiNF0ulOV-2BKYhdGva2a062ctbrBFhHsdgJWWUh7P40f5X7tFeQzuzxMuwstugeb4Ed8KHTn3hpS-2FtoAsPTyYnJHeuzwinXVComyefeAzfFahX2qaX8V-2FCvHQXuyMwRPpNV9irV-2BCdDQQL6OVlC8VMkJPafrXFF7g2qrvEn7OHvtK9xAxFrgmPN7dEQeBS3it4ZDaIyIokYODqTHND6KxukOtdHUIB8OJRUTJ-2FJqHVnwNvnf50-2FmFXGcP0b3-2BUXxvchvqaiEhURngsNUqdOlHj-2BY8e4ecCQYLsEUEBv1rR4qUCv5D5-2BR-2B1kY-3DgpBi_gbhKcqQ6M-2By-2BwMA28teutFGYQBhzq-2Fl9AQAEj7CCuifhjHmEhkdb-2FmnS3rVR4uary4yI6sJb29Lf2vrsycpnCAvjtNHkblxe4spL9EneMbWAuTlDa7vHfZSl73wMqarDbhe8CWZ5SEYPBt5UqAqwnqu6snbhlhLx5xVd6sBlEdluS34-2Ba3ZpAxqQuykP4X84aVNlBpwLso0wJ1MdA6nHfn9kIDMeevYP5joSRTiDDNrXGFAte9PnZNcwNjQ5wNw85kyO1TtudD7n2PUixJ4-2BibT8VDMoJlIjmGncV11xIH47i6ZXVnhy7XNSTt8VMTM6NKOPhsOogpF6RGWKfVykmqQSONHX2CP-2BBJE3lqjbyW0-3D



