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Win Your Way to the Western Ontario Municipal Conference!  
 



  

 
The Western Ontario Municipal Conference (WOMC)., hosted by the Western Ontario Wardens' 
Caucus (WOWC), is taking place in London on October 17, 2025, and you could attend for free!  
 
WOWC is giving away tickets to this one-day event, where municipal leaders, 
provincial representatives, and industry experts will discuss housing, infrastructure, mental health and 
economic development.  
 
Enter our ticket giveaway before October 4th for your chance to be there!  
 
Click below to enter on LinkedIn, X, or Facebook, or boost your chances by entering on all three. 
 
Enter on Linked In  
Enter on X  
Enter on Facebook 

https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpeVNHn1Mq53VtlCYOlGAbm7RV4W_AIDWUkgtYAdz0E5CnghQ_RPm5_U-XKJ5ntihIoaviUmcjDHa6Wo-vCOhaxMIXdsGSz80xIe8V0uglgHLo&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpeTCbxGUIKItJkmKgiGr7elCLgrCOr8LOiCnsOJHsKiLS9SbTrgsmuNAZVryHICub8Jp_YgETfQU2EVoyTqO3E_h9OfViaS1lFshZKsvhHVti&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpecPTWXIiBCjN_TYtNYcgQfoNjP_c7-zauz-gFvX5SLuyIx5TpXEAJpOi_tB8aGX9ZaFSbfsFXEaRtszcnhRBRzHPbuNXsdKPnO75NNransoU7FAiTOtf8agJ-X_inJO-tETBc8yWRQS7CDXKS9gptjor_QmTDr0zzCg4vQ0umOngbzClszZt2x5OMdeCeIoK2oRrWM-N8miik1hG6ewQe5-Ad307nv4cQlU-dyvDSl4IVkLjC1ZsHjy_ig9-hTdc3uDOaKhOiztwX5YSovU-nRuApqF3n-hN4-CiQldbg7mp-kdSs7njc7KkWujS3mX1cRHa9RpMwu1dG7daeeQTCAh8B30qBgyL2rzvH8hN7n3CP1IetSvuLJg=&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpecPTWXIiBCjN5o1H2m3z3l7ibe1mYam5esIY4IC5Oa9ie6PQsK_hHeLKAJ-uXKKUNFt4VsccZC9eCFbKNij_bFICsL79qQGo1i7YbycIsi-Fu1GUY8ooGmij-w15LTsKgQun9MgLArZT&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpecPTWXIiBCjNFLVTrjLchwma1__a3ID98JXBvE-5IwiOkjwzjrYwuEtl8EHT-EEVl6RDVLsnIzig10H8RawXGgA3kBBIJTruv8QSJnncnnEevEtoVCvpj93OYOJVrHF-DTOqkX5SqxjT3lWsdk0T1Eta_0xBfQMH24An0hzEUUyHOH-PAOqR9qyVeSepXYbTqFauSoT2Tj8wbVl3L7aQiRLVrpfCGiY5U27uHAuYJ-BG2tW6aWblx-p9mxG8e6X9-w==&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==


 
Looking to help spread the word? Download our Contest Toolkit and share it on your social 
channels. 

 

  

 

Western Ontario is Ontario's Economic Engine 
 

Western Ontario has had three major investment 
announcements in the region, totaling over  
$500 M. 
 
$200 Million Investment by Chapman's in 
Markdale 
 
Expansion will create 200 new jobs and strengthen 
Ontario’s food manufacturing sector 
 
Ontario Supporting $107 Million Investment in 
Mass Timber Manufacturing Sector 
 
Element5’s St. Thomas expansion will create 150 
new jobs, supporting provincial forestry and 
manufacturing sectors  
 
Ontario Welcomes $207 Million Investment in 
Advanced Manufacturing Sector 
 

Northern Transformer Corporation’s expansion in Innisfil will strengthen the province’s energy supply 
chain and create 151 new jobs  
 

  

 

  

 

Chatham-Kent Receives $440, 000 through Building Faster Fund 
 

On September 5th, the Municipality of Chatham-
Kent was awarded $440,000 through the second 
round of the Building Faster Fund, which provides 
funding to municipalities that achieve at least 80 per 
cent of their provincially designated housing targets.  
 

Chatham-Kent broke ground on 311 new homes in 2024, which works out to 338 per cent of its 2024 
housing target. 
 
This funding will help the Municipality of Chatham-Kent build more homes and community infrastructure 
and supports the province’s plan to protect Ontario by investing in infrastructure to support economic 
growth and keep workers on the job. 
 
“We’re thrilled to once again be receiving funding through the Building Faster Fund. This support is a 
recognition of the incredible work being done in Chatham-Kent to both meet and exceed our housing 
targets and keep up with the pace of our growing community,” said Darrin Canniff, Mayor of Chatham-
Kent. “As more people choose to call Chatham-Kent home, it’s essential that we continue to build a 
variety of housing options that meet the needs of both our current and future residents. This funding 
helps us do exactly that, and we’re grateful for the continued partnership with the Ontario government as 
we build a stronger more vibrant future for Chatham-Kent.” 

  

 

https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpecPTWXIiBCjNYUjnUiGroeQg48LeL_OZzS-5W1OQvUvUeMshOv-l3ED_sTo07pIxCqFc4GVGOQqFcokXaq2JmK1S92uwN6dmyWMmkXnuUv1IacSDMxvCDGnJGy2pvTLLKEGJYNkMZzPWP2G0tw0sJwlSbgMyxyAdjkuSvrvwNlL1Pa-vuuwTd4QzQrqbToSTkQ==&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpecPTWXIiBCjNYUjnUiGroeQg48LeL_OZzS-5W1OQvUvUeMshOv-l3ED_sTo07pIxCqFc4GVGOQqFcokXaq2JmK1S92uwN6dmyWMmkXnuUv1IacSDMxvCDGnJGy2pvTLLKEGJYNkMZzPWP2G0tw0sJwlSbgMyxyAdjkuSvrvwNlL1Pa-vuuwTd4RQBTBW6wUKnw==&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpecPTWXIiBCjNZkmcID2y9lABGOD2suS1fIxeMRRy_VUqiwnwUiNAw2wr5pR3TwLaDJi4xYxpTQr90BhfGE2SYBFSY7_RSoSIAAizp01kG6scsojPeglBT1IihOm40Ry1x3H_RIG7wl9rC0KprywMRbLLrgQX6r6IUgXz8Ojn54Qq-ggMqnHJWJNxEHbqHpnnW6k51AEoqfBom_fUBnZibw1_0DDKbH99HMk6ze0rCDtE&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
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https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpecPTWXIiBCjNe0MgUrYH69M_rCqNDiYDDRD_iJVkCJ24TDIz6zPdr6NMcUFtWQGqkd6vY9CmKWi9wY0O3QNtcJogpyW9-LReQp0jOtfaOE3PAon84ewe39KgAMsxzp6AZpxGcLdlY2bscOLBgzS5fBVMU-Pczo01kMobmxbwzBG_fbK3urN7oz2rO2M70NAPf42gnkjA_N0-6gmRoBWfMQAmlQFtq5I0jhQp8LZc6Bi8&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==


 
 
Read the full press release 

 

  

 

Revamped tourism website makes it even easier to “Tour Oxford”  
 

Oxford Tourism is making it easier to plan your 
next trip to Oxford County with the revamped Tour 
Oxford website. This updated site supports Oxford 
County’s 5-Year Tourism Plan and aims to 
enhance visitor information services to meet the 
increasing demand for tourism information and 
business support. 

  
The responsive website design improves the visitor experience and enhances customer service for 
tourism operators. 
  
Supporting visitors: 

• Sort businesses by community, business amenities and interests 
• Browse a dynamic calendar of events  
• Use the “My Trip” function to build the perfect itinerary, tailored to your unique interests and 

share it with friends 
• Get help with trip planning through personalized concierge service to help you discover the best 

of Oxford, from hidden gems to must-see attractions 
•  

Supporting businesses: 
• Apply for free listings on the website and submit tourism events 
• Easily change your photos to match the season, update listing details, add events and even post 

offers for consumers or weekly specials 
• Resources are available to help businesses add their information 

  
Whether it is trip ideas, information on culinary, farms, places to stay, outdoor recreation, or culture and 
heritage, Tour Oxford encourages us to Embrace our Rural Routes. Learn more at 
www.tourismoxford.ca.  

  

 

 

  

 

Newly Formed - Southwest Ontario Data Consortium 
 

The Four County Labour Market Planning 
Board announced the newly formed 
Southwest Ontario Data Consortium.   
 
6 regions have formed a partnership as 
founding members; The Four County 
Labour Market Planning Board (Lead), The 
City of London (Co-Lead), Workforce 
Collective (Niagara), Workforce Windsor-
Essex, Sarnia Lambton Workforce 

Development Board, and the Municipality of Chatham-Kent. 
 

  

 

https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpecPTWXIiBCjNr8iaasMI93iEqEfuzhw2YyD5vgRc_-HzYlKL6gRHXqCVGtzR4-jSTr2HgCj79EzUy3kYi7K-rKWIgRfH7_o6CsWRSvBUD4xtd3CJBkt1KbIP9qIz3CMM62AKBNEKle8cMUqyowv65BxcteVcfpTZbT7o9E9XLRBqGPJtmT97xEoXbYQOSwY4UCnqeUE4PYWkTGGIcOIIh2EmtPuMLXJou8H_vpEBkvqZ&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpeVCNdOK8RcX2wIHRjkeQhnSE3oMEIwI-K8irUPUenv5r8CLcKvuTvYghDXmJ8UZr4IUMdgs4T1QtXYcP_i3Qi0CXwxJFeUouwstfY6B7h8YeJQcfgwHiAGY=&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpeVCNdOK8RcX2wIHRjkeQhnSE3oMEIwI-K8irUPUenv5r8CLcKvuTvYghDXmJ8UZr4IUMdgs4T1QtXYcP_i3Qi0CXwxJFeUouwstfY6B7h8YeJQcfgwHiAGY=&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpecPTWXIiBCjNL_QKGhyhwU7WZBDDx1kqz4m8t9y67Kp4YX7yYHaL8E5wfHItbiqZZwnx6V6ZxeEto41B_Xd5M4MTQ3JaLfKP51PPWFuGMUhD_yD41pBLtV6Etj2ZVvZUoDDr4vaqcxM3n7AuIerWXohSuHcq7N1SYAHjdfC2PROn&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpecPTWXIiBCjNL_QKGhyhwU7WZBDDx1kqz4m8t9y67Kp4YX7yYHaL8E5wfHItbiqZZwnx6V6ZxeEto41B_Xd5M4MTQ3JaLfKP51PPWFuGMUhD_yD41pBLtV6Etj2ZVvZUoDDr4vaqcxM3n7AuIerWXohSuHcq7N1SYAHjdfC2PROn&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpeVCNdOK8RcX2wIHRjkeQhnSE3oMEIwI-K8irUPUenv5r8CLcKvuTvYghDXmJ8UZr4IUMdgs4T1QtXYcP_i3Qi0CXwxJFeUouwu9mbuzJNgty2_pZC5D-ev0=&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpecPTWXIiBCjNE7zhvs-zf_O4yixy6-sc3upNGZmT2LL7DOZsPrfNnSpAAVJOAlFwbFDgE8OmpqwnUR-PsLWW7xZO-ZKFPRg3mbPTbujlTTuF&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==


This regional partnership has allowed our organizations who did not previously have a data consortium to 
join; access to valuable data which will increase support for economic and workforce research efforts.  As 
a data consortium this allows our founding and community members access to the Community Data 
Program that would not have been possible without this collaboration. 
 
Four County serves, Bruce, Grey, Huron and Perth counties and will be seeking interest from local 
partners who wish to learn more or want to know how to join as a member.  Further communications will 
be posted for information sessions to come in October or November.   Feel free to reach out to us directly 
or follow our newsletter at www.planningboard.ca/news to ensure you receive updates. 
 
As the lead organization for this consortium should you have any questions on how this works for other 
regions or are not sure who to contact you can apply directly online with the Community Data 
Program www.communitydata.ca or reach out to info@planningboard.ca or 519-881-2725. 
 
  

 

  

 

Municipal Climate Internship - Recruiting Municipal Hosts  
Extended to October 2 

 

The Municipal Climate Internship (MCI) offers young 
environmental leaders the opportunity to gain firsthand 
experience and knowledge in municipal climate and 
environmental issues as well as local decision-making 
processes. At the same time, the program helps provide 
capacity to municipalities looking to advance their climate 
goals and priorities. 
  
Going into its third year, Environmental Leadership 
Canada (ELC) is looking for host municipalities that are 
interested in having an intern work with them on climate-
related projects for a 6-month placement - January to 

July 2026. Interns are supervised by municipal staff (e.g. CAO or Senior Manager), paired with an 
elected official as a mentor and take part in ELC leadership and professional development programming. 
For more information about the program, take a look at our MCI Backgrounder and FAQ. 
  
  
To apply as an MCI Host Municipality, fill out this Expression of Interest.  

  

 

 

  

 

  

Ontario Breaks Ground on New St. 
Clair Transmission Line 

 
The Ontario government announced that 
Hydro One is breaking ground on the St. 
Clair Transmission Line, a major 
infrastructure project that supports the 
province’s plan to protect Ontario by 

  

 
Government of Canada supports Northern 

Transformer’s Innisfil expansion 
 
Electricity grids across the country are 
undergoing a historic wave of investment, driven 
by population and economic growth, aging 
infrastructure, and ever-increasing demand for 
electricity. Large power transformers (LPTs) are 
important for maintaining and upgrading the 

https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpecPTWXIiBCjNFrVgSRME9gG1u4E8d2I3dOjb9ALX2-cB9LrBltQq15Ee0wIAsQyJN3b6qMdpTUFG-xPb4UyKeZpp_BRjEx-DXHajzYioLKjj&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
https://bfn49dabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QUCimTW27UsxGu8bk01DcE64XMOZa8QpI7SZtH4qFvWC589G2eXpecPTWXIiBCjNnZ6SFoxfUwQL-1vG-9EZDh1ZjEiBvuyH4v3STalr7BrxuLjMRjBf6IAXtYh-g1a8dbVXhPTr57EpiOl4s1J0yDRQY5zCPZwA&c=2zwpU9PE-CC-XQ6dH9F5km9tev4wzeC4qhiip9cSEhr1UiSZzBXWxg==&ch=g71M4LQk5wUs4nbWj4nht-QfJMRQBXRp1SyNvACH0B3QyrryZbBEgw==
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securing provincial energy supplies, fuelling 
economic growth and creating good-paying 
jobs. The new 64-kilometre, double-circuit 
230 kilovolt (kV) transmission line will 
connect the County of Lambton and 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent, while 
expanding the existing Chatham Switching 
Station and Lambton Transformer Station 
(TS) and converting the existing Wallaceburg 
TS to 230 kV by 2028. 
 
“Southwestern Ontario is thriving, and 
reliable energy is essential to keep that 
momentum going,” said Stephen Lecce, 
Minister of Energy and Mines. “The St. Clair 
Transmission Line will deliver the affordable, 
clean power our communities and 
businesses need to grow and stay 
competitive. This project is a major step 
forward in our government’s plan to protect 
Ontario by building a stronger, self-reliant 
energy system that creates jobs and powers 
our economy for generations to come.” 
 
Read the full press release 

 

nation's power grid, supporting economic growth 
and urbanization, enabling the transition to 
renewable energy, and ensuring national energy 
security. That is why the Government of Canada 
is investing in modernizing our energy 
infrastructure, to ensure Canadians have the 
power they need for a thriving future economy 
and society. 
 
On Spetember 18th, the Honourable Evan 
Solomon, Minister of Artificial Intelligence and 
Digital Innovation and Minister responsible for 
the Federal Economic Development Agency for 
Southern Ontario (FedDev Ontario), announced 
an investment of $6 million for Northern 
Transformer Corporation, a leading 
manufacturer of high-voltage power 
transformers, as the company breaks ground for 
a new state-of-the-art Large Power Transformer 
(LPT) facility in Innisfil, Ontario. 
 
Learn more 

 

  

 

BizLink Program Set to Expand Across Western Ontario 
 

  

Community Futures Western Ontairo (CFWO) in partnership with the Orillia Area Community 
Development Corp. announced their plan to invest in the redevelopment and regional expansion of 

the BizLink Program - an innovative business transition support platform designed to connect 
businesses, buyers and seller with confidence and confidentiality.  

 
Orginally launched as pilot proejct in simcoe County in 2018, BizLink was desinged to fil the gap in 

bsuiness transition support.  
 

Learn more about this exciting new program here: 
 
 

#CommunityFutures 
 

#businesssupport 
 

cfwesternontario.ca 
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