
 

Page 1 

 

Essex County Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

 
Thursday, May 13, 2021 

3:00 pm 
Online Attendance Only 

 
Committee Members: Debbie Alexander 

 Christine Easterbrook, Chair 

 Brad Frenette 
 Rachel Jewell 

 Diana Kirkbride 
 Stephanie Olewski 

 Gord Queen 
  

Administration: Katherine Hebert 
 Crystal Sylvestre 

 

1. Call to Order 

Commencement 3:00 PM. 

2. Recording of Attendance 

All members of the Essex County Accessibility Advisory Committee 
were present virtually. 

2.1 Introduction of New ECAAC Member 

Christine Easterbrook introduced and welcomed new member, 
Stephanie Olewski. Ms. Olewski is also member of the Town of 

Kingsville Accessibility Advisory Committee. She works for the 
Town of Kingsville as well, in the Legislative Services 

Department. Ms. Olewski helps ensure their documents are 
accessible and this work has inspired her participation in the 

Committees. 

3. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 

There were no conflicts of pecuniary interest declared. 
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4. Adoption of Regular Meeting Minutes 

April 8, 2021 Essex County Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting 

Minutes 

15-2021 
Moved By Gord Queen 

Seconded By Stephanie Olewski 

That the minutes of the April 8, 2021 meeting of the Essex County 

Accessibility Advisory Committee be adopted as presented. 

Carried 
 

5. Delegations and Presentations 

There are no delegations scheduled for May 13, 2021. 

6. Communications 

16-2021 

Moved By Gord Queen 
Seconded By Brad Frenette 

THAT the communications listed on the regular agenda for May 13, 
2021, be received and any noted action approved. 

Carried 

 

6.1 AODA Alliance Updates 

What's New? 

6.2 AODA Toolbox 

Monthly Updates 

6.3 Ontario Ministry for Seniors and Accessibility 

April 27, 2021 

 Newsroom: Accessibility Standards Advisory Council 

Welcomes New Chair Matthew Shaw 

 Backgrounder Members of the Accessibility Standards 
Advisory Council 

6.4 Accessibility Standards Canada 

Making Canada Accessible - Join Us! May 31, 2021 - Virtual 
Meeting. 

https://www.aodaalliance.org/category/whats-new/
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/?u=c0c14c37aeafba38714735e2a&id=a79fe30e5e
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000008/accessibility-standards-advisory-council-welcomes-new-chair-matthew-shaw
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000008/accessibility-standards-advisory-council-welcomes-new-chair-matthew-shaw
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1000007/members-of-the-accessibility-standards-advisory-council
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1000007/members-of-the-accessibility-standards-advisory-council
https://accessible.canada.ca/making-canada-accessible-join-us
https://accessible.canada.ca/making-canada-accessible-join-us
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6.5 National AccessAbility Week 2021 

May 30 to June 5, 2021 - Disability Inclusion: Leaving No One 

Behind 

The ECAAC will be providing County Council with a presentation 
regarding the WE (Windsor-Essex) Check The Trails project as 

part of AccessAbility Week 2021. 

6.6 Emergency Preparedness Week in Canada 

May 2 - 8, 2021 

 Federal Information  

 Provincial Information 

6.7 Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB) 

 Virtual Program Offerings 

 Newsroom 

Halton Region has launched a pilot project for way finding 
initiative at their hospital in Oakville.  This application is 

designed for people with no or low vision.  It is a free and 
downloadable app to help navigate the hospital. 

Brad Frenette has had positive experiences with CNIB and 

applauds this organization in their efforts.  The CNIB assisted 
Brad in setting up his iPhone with assistive technologies.  

6.8 Bradford Today 

Five ways to challenge systemic ableism during Autism 
Acceptance Month 

6.9 Nike Go FlyEase 

February 5, 2021 - Slate Article 

Promotional Video 

Nike has developed a hands-free, accessible shoe.  

7. Unfinished Business 

7.1 #WECheckTheTrails 

Discussion regarding communication strategy and next steps.  

The Chair noted that the ECAAC has been making great progress 

towards introducing their new accessibility initiative, WE 

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/campaigns/national-accessability-week.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/campaigns/national-accessability-week.html
https://www.getprepared.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/pplwthdsblts/index-en.aspx
https://www.emergencymanagementontario.ca/english/beprepared/diversegroups/PeoplewithDisabilities/disability_guide_english.html
https://cnib.ca/en/cnibs-virtual-program-offerings?region=gta&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CNIBs%20Virtual%20Program%20Offerings%20March%2022%20%20April%204%202021%20EN-March%2021%202021&utm_content=CNIBs%20Virtual%20Program%20Offerings%20March%2022%20%20April%204%202021%20EN-March%2021%202021+CID_19e400142fe2c58cd9e8eccffeb5e665&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=CNIBs%20Virtual%20Program%20Offerings
https://cnib.ca/en/news?region=gta
https://www.bradfordtoday.ca/local-news/beyond-local-five-ways-to-challenge-systemic-ableism-during-autism-acceptance-month-3660854
https://www.bradfordtoday.ca/local-news/beyond-local-five-ways-to-challenge-systemic-ableism-during-autism-acceptance-month-3660854
https://slate.com/technology/2021/02/nike-go-flyease-shoe-disabled-design.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTRsiWa79rY
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(Windsor-Essex) Check the Trails. This initiative will be launched 

during AccessAbility Week, May 30- June 5, 2021. 

The ECAAC has received a letter from ERCA in support of this 
new project and are excited about this partnership to provide a 

barrier free experience for all users. 

A promotional campaign has been developed with the County of 

Essex Communications Department to amplify the project 
awareness in the community.  Thanks and kudos to member, 

Rachel Jewell for creating the appropriate and catchy hashtag, 
#WECheckTheTrails which has become the project title and will 

be used in all social media. 

The ECAAC will provide a Delegation to County Council about the 
new project at the May 19, 2021 Regular Council Meeting. 

7.2 Social Media 

What's New with: 

 ECAAC Facebook 

o Brad Frenette has shared article about device being made 

by St. Clair College graduates for visually impaired. The 
device beeps when a person gets close to an object. 

 @EssexCountyAAC Twitter 

Communications campaign for the #WECheckTheTrails initiative 
is expected to bolster social media activity.  

  

8. Reports and Questions 

There were no reports or questions to discuss at the May 13, 2021 
ECAAC Meeting. 

9. New Business 

There was no new business to discuss at the May 13, 2021 ECAAC 
Meeting. 

10. Next Meeting Date 

The next meeting of the ECAAC is scheduled for June 10, 2021 at 
3:00PM.  

11. Adjournment 
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17-2021 

Moved By Brad Frenette 
Seconded By Diana Kirkbride 

That the May 13, 2021 meeting of the Essex County Accessibility 

Advisory Committee be adjourned at 3:25 PM. 

Carried 

 


